STAGE CONFIDENCES                  67
gladly have dispensed with. In the quarrel scene between the two women, the first and supposedly dead wife, in her character of governess to her own children, is goaded by the second wife into such a passion that she finally throws off all concealment and declares her true character and name.
The scene was   a   strong  one, and  was
always   looked forward   to  eagerly by the                                  \
audience.                                                                                        \
On the evening I speak of the house was                                  \
packed almost  to  suffocation.     The   other                                 t
en
characters in  the play had withdrawn, and                                 /
for   the   first   time   the   two  women  were                                   i>
alone together.    Both  keyed  up almost to                                 /,
the breaking point,  we faced   each   other,
and there was a dead,  I might almost say                                 ;
a deadly pause before either spoke.                                             *,f'
It was very effective — that silence before
the storm.    People would lean forward and                               ;
fairly hold their breath, feeling there was a death struggle coming. And just at that.                              ,,
very moment of tensest feeling, as we two
